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one of the first - taken at the age of 16 with an Ensign camera



Shotton Colliery
In ancient times the village of Shotton was 
known as both Ceatton and Scotton, and was 
part of an agricultural area. In 1673 a division 
of common lands was made, with much of 
the property within the village held under the 
manor of Easington. About 1756, Elizabeth 
Thompson, whose ancestors had held land in 
Shotton from the time of Queen Elizabeth I, 
married Charles Brandling of Gosforth. They 
had Shotton Hall built as a wedding present. 
In 1850 the estate was sold to the Shotton 
Coal Company because of the huge coal 
deposits beneath it.

“Grange House” is the oldest house in the 
village which came to be known as New 
Shotton or Shotton Colliery. As the name 
suggests, this really came into being with the 
sinking of the colliery in 1833. In 1841 the 
Haswell Coal Company took over the colliery, 
there then being only 603 inhabitants, living 
in mainly poor quality accommodation built to 
house the colliery workmen and their families. 
The venture had cost £120,000 by 1849, but 
no profit had been made. By 1851 the village 
had grown considerably, the population being 
1,607, with 1,300 men and boys occupied 
with work connected with the colliery.

The pit closed in 1878, but re-opened in 1901. 
During these years of closure, many of the 
houses built to accommodate the miners were 
deserted and so the village must have 
resembled a ghost town. Prosperity returned 
with the re-opening of the colliery. The colliery 
finally closed in 1972.

(extract taken from Memories of Shotton 
Colliery - Shotton History Group)

William Hudson
William Hudson (known as Bill to his friends) 
was born on the 1st March 1921 and started 
work at Shotton Colliery at the age of 14. In 
January 1941 he joined the 2946 Squadron, 
RAF Regiment and fought in Burma until the 
Second World War ended.
                                                                                                                         
In June 1946 he went back to work at the 
colliery and remained there until it closed in 
1972. He was then transferred to Dawdon 
Colliery in Seaham and worked as a Power 
Loader at the coal face until he retired in 1981.

He has been involved in photography since he 
was 16 and has been a member of Wheatley 
Hill Camera Club for around 35 years.

Alongside working as a coal miner he spent 
many weekends photographing weddings and 
doing other portrait work. He had a keen 
interest in documenting life in the village and 
at the colliery and was allowed on occasions to 
take his camera down the mine. These 
photographs pay tribute to his skill as a 
photographer as all were taken under low light 
conditions without a flash and some with only 
the miner’s lamp as a light source. His 
photographs have gained attention from the 
press and media, as well as being exhibited in 
many libraries and schools.

This book contains photographs taken during 
the period between 1950 and the early 1970’s,      
around the village and at the coal mine.The 
end result is a unique set of photographs 
capturing a time and an industry which has 
since largely disappeared in the North East of 
England.





Around Shotton













































The coal mine








































































































































